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House of Lords without any remarks upon it. It puts
us in a state of complete war with America, and, by the
plunder it encourages, it seems to sow the seed of a per-
petual enmity with those with whom all parties propose
friendship and intercourse.

The two last provisions of it avowedly contain all that
Parliament is to do with respect to the Commissioners, so
that you see how little we are to know of the destinations
and instructions of those to whom the whole power of
this country is entrusted. It certainly cannot come into
the House of Lords before the beginning of next week,
and what opposition is intended to it then I really do not
know, but clearly think there ought to be some. There
are many objections I have not touched upon, particularly
that of giving the whole trade into the power of the West
Indian Governors. We do not yet know who are intend-
ed to be sent as Commissioners. The report is that Lord
Howe is to be one. I thought it necessary, my dear Lord,
to write to you upon this subject early, because I should
imagine that, with regard to the opposition in the House
of Lords, much would depend upon your opinion, which
I should be very glad to know. Though I wrote this
letter merely with a view of acquainting you with the
state of this Bill, I cannot let this opportunity go by, of
assuring you how very happy I feel to be of opinion, on
public affairs, with a person with whom I have always
wished to agree, and with whom I should act with more
pleasure in any possible situation than with any one I
have' been acquainted with. There is a report of an
engagement at Bunker's Hill, in which the Provincials
are said to have had an advantage ; but I believe it to be
without foundation.

I am, my dear Lord, yours ever very sincerely,

C. J. Fox.

MR. EOX TO THE DUKE OF GRAFTON.

London, December 12. 1775.
MY BEAR LORD,

As you expressed a wish to know the day on which
the " Prohibitory Bill," as it is called, was to be debated,